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NOVEL EL 


The NEG RO: Or, Love's Artifice. 


RI Validolid in Spain, dwelt Don 
gg Trivuitzi, an ancient Gentleman, 
and of a fiir Eſtate, whoſe Wile 
2 W Mariana dying, lett h'm a ſor- 
e rowful Widower, with one only 
Daughter about three Years old, by whole a- 
greeing Features Mariana yet liv'd in a fecond 
Edition. This young Daughter was lis only 
Joy and greateit Care, for whole Sake, that he 
might the better acquaint her with the Duties 
of Religion, and prevent the early Seeds of 
Vice, he retir'd to his Councry-houſe, which 
had na urally ſo melancholy a Situation, that 
it rather look d Lhe the Cell of a Herniit or 
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{>me-Religious Votary who had abjur'd all 
Society, than the Seat of a Gentleman. The 
Gardens indeed afforded all the Pleaſure the 
Place was capable of, which were ſtored with 
Variety of Fruits and excellent Flowers, and 
double fenced with a high Wall and a deep 
Moat. Hither retir'd Trivultzi with his youn 
Daughter, a Nurſe, and one Maid, whoſe Life 
was ſo ſolitary and recluſe, that he never would 
receive a Viſit from any of his Acquaintance, 
and very rarely himſelf walk'd farther than the 
Confines of his own Garden. Books he had 
(which were his only Companions) not many, 
but choice, in which, when the Weather proy'd 
foul, or the Heat too violent, he placed his 
Buſineſs and Recreation. At other Times he 
employed himſelf in Cultivating his Garden, 
Pruning his Trees, Tranſplanting, Innoculat- 
ing, and thoſe other Offices in which he was 
more particularly delighted. Mariana, for 
ſo was his young Daughter call'd, was now ar- 
riv'd at fix Years old, in whom appear'd the 
forward Buds of a 2 Wit and charm- 
ing Beauty. The indulgent Father grew ex- 
treumly pleaſed with the innocent Prattle of 
Mariana, with whom every Evening he con- 
ſtantly diverted himſelf, taking all Opportuni- 
ties of infuſing Principles of Piety and Vir- 
tue as h's young Pupil ripen'd into a Capacity. 
Trivull xi, who in his yourhful Days had been a 
very Wag, and devoted wholly to the Service 
of fair Ladies and ſuch foft Encounters, reflect- 
ing upon his own amorous Intrigucs, and the 
frequent Spoils he had made, reſoly'd to prevent 
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thoſe Temptations in Marian, wich had 16 
often prevail'd upon her Scx. This was the 
great Reaſon of his Retirement. Mariana 
had now compleated Twelve, a Creature ad- 
mirably handſome without Art, and purely in- 
nocent, of a Wit quick and hvely, a Guard ſu 
ficient to have defended her Honour againſt 
all Aſſaults, had not her recluſe Education 
barr'd her from all Society; and as much as 
poſſible could be, from the very Notion of that 
dangerous Paſſion call'd Love. But how vain 
an Endceavouris it to exclude the Eitorts of Na- 
ture, which are originally implanted in us? 
Nariana who had never in her Remembrance 


ſeen any Man but her Father, was chatting one 


Day with her Nurſe, and asking ſeveral Queſ- 
tions about the World, and what it was, if it 
was not like their Garden, and who liv'd in it? 


And what they did? And if there were no ſuch 
Creatures in it called Men, that were like her 
Father? To all which the Nurſe gave proper 
Anſwers; which yet rather inflamed than ſa- 
tisfied her Curioſity. When turning her Eye 


towards the Fire ſhe took Notice of the Figure 
of a Blackamore placed on a Pedeſtal over the 
Chimney, which was well done, and proporti- 
onable to the Life. Nurſe, ſays Mariana, What 
do you call that Thing that's over the Chim- 
ney, methinks its ſomething like my Father, 
byt its Black, and never ſpeaks nor walks? That, 
lays Nurſe, is made of Black Stone, and is the 
Image or Likeneſs of one of thoſe Men that 
are in the World. I believe ſo, ſays Mariana, 


and I like it very well; but Nurſe, can't you 
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buy me ſuch a Creature alive as that is? Yes, 
ſays Nurſe, but your Father will kill me if I 
do; for he would not have you ſee one of 
thoſe Men for all the World. Don't you tear 
ther, ſays. Mariana, for he ſhan't know it. 
Next Week my Father goes to Valedolid, and 
then Il] give you Money, and you ſhall go a- 
broad and buy me one. Trivultzi forced upon 
{tome extraordinary Occaſions, contrary to his 
own Inclinations to go this Journey, leaves 
Mariana to the Care and Government of her 
Nur ſe, who was a-freſh ſollicited by Eer young 
Miſtrets, to take this Opportunity to make the 
Furchate of a lire Man which ſhe ſo much 
long'd for. The Nurſe, whether more willing 
to pratify Mariana, or ſome private Advantage 
the propoſed ro herſelf, rook the Money and 
bought a Black, who was a Slave at a neigh- 
bouring Village, whom ſhe privately conveyed 
into her Chamber. Mariana was extreamly 
picas'd with the Company of this live Man, 
who could walk and talk, and grew ſo ena- 
mor'd of him, that the would not endure him 
cu: of her Sight, nor to Iye any where but in 
her own Bed. Trivultzz was now upon his 
Return, and every Day expected home, which 
very much perplext Mariana and her Nurſe 
how to diſpoſe of the live Man to prevent his 
Diſcovery. Nurſe perſuaded he ſhould be 
rurn'd looſe, and take his own Liberty to go 
where he would; but Mariana would by nd 
Means hear of parting with him. At laſt, af- 
ter ſeveral Conſiderations, Mariana contriv'd 
it thus; That Nurſe ſhould take down the Fi- 
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gure of the Black over the Chimney, and bu- 
ry it at a Corner of the Garden under the Weeds 
and Rubbiſh, and that whenſoever her Father 
came up into her Chamber, the live Man ſhould 
ſtep upon the Pedeſtal, and ſtand there in the 


'fame Poſture the Fi igure did. This was agreed 


to, and before Nurſe carried away the Figure, 
Mariana made her live Black practice his Pol- 
tures over the Chimney with his Legs a-crois 
upon the Pedeſtal, which within a Day or 
two he did ſo exactly, it was no eaſy Natter 
for any but Mariana to diſtinguiſh the living 
Black trom the Image. Trivultzi was now re- 
turn'd, and this Deſign abſolutely conccal'd 
trom him : Several Viſits had he made to Ma- 
ana in her Chamber withcut making the leaſt 
Difcovery ; for as he was coming, either Ma- 
riana or Nurle gave the Black Notice ot it; 
and then he was a top of the Pedeſtal, where 
he appear d ſo plain a Figure as w uld have de- 
ceiv'd more than a common Eye. It happen d 
Trivultzz coming up haſtily one Dav, Nurſe 
who uſed to give Notice being below "Marian 4 
was under a Surprize, and the Black had but 
zuſt Time enough to ſtep upon the Pedeſtal us 
Trivultzz eptred ; Mariana he found in ſome 
little Diſorder, which ſhe handſomly diverted 
without farther Notice. Trroultzi walking and 
diſcourſing Mariana, the Black finding by his 


too much Haſte he had miftook his Poſture, 
and croſt his right Leg with his Left, whereas 


his leit Leg ſhould have been croſt wich his 
Right, as Trivultzi's Back was towards him, he 


&A'3- : poſture; : 
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Poſture; Trivuitzi whoſe Eye was upon a large 
Looking-Glaſs in the Room, ſaw the Figure up- 
on the Chimney move, upon which, turning 
quick, he ſaw the two Legs change Places. 
This was a Sight {© ſtrange and miraculous, it 
ſtruck Fear and Trembling thro' every Joint, 
and a faint Sweat ran oft his Forchead thick 
and cold as the Tears from a Marble Statue; 
when recovering himſelf, after a thouſand 
Croſſes from Head to Foot, and ſome Holy- 
Water ſprinkled upon the Figure to drive out 
the Devil, he ventur'd to approach it, and lay- 
ing h's Hand upon one of the Legs, inftead of 
obdurate Marble, found it pure Fleſh, foft and 
warm. This unluckily diſcover'd Mariana 's 
whole Intrigue with her Gallant, which occa- 
fion'd Trivuitzi immediately to remove to Fu- 
lidolid, where he diſpoſed of Mariana in Mar- 
riage, to a Gentleman of equal Quality and 
Eſtate: The Black he ſold to the Mines, from 
whence he was neyer to be redeemed. 


——— 


NOVEL II. 


The Deſpairing Prodigal: Or, The 
al, Surpriſal. 


Onſieur Boreil was a Gentleman of a 
N good Fam'ly, whoſe Anceſtors glori- 
e more in the Tiles of Juſt and Honeſt, 
than they coveted to have their Names pre- 
nc d with Honourable and Magnificent: His 


paternal _ 
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paternal Seat was within three Leagues of Roan, 
where he had a fair Houſe and a plentiful EC 
tate, which his owu Acquirements had very 
much enlarg'd. His eldeſt and only Son, after 
he had paſſed through the Diſciplme of a 
Country School, and laid a fair Foundation 
of Learning in the Latin and Greek, was ſent 
to the Univerſity of Paris, where after two 
Years acquaintance with Philoſophy, his Fa- 
ther deſigned him for the Study of the Law. 
As ſoon as Monſieur Peter was ſettled in the 
College, he was fixt to his Books, which he 
ſeem'd wholly devoted to, and with that Ad- 
vantage, that he not only out-ran thoſe who 
cquilly ſtarred with him, but out-ſtript the 
very Expectation of all his Friends. His na- 
tural Endowments were no leſs eminent ; an 
acute Wit with a tenacions Memory ; his De- 
mein churteous and affable to his Familiars, 
wirch rendered him ſo conlpicuous in the 
Eyes of all, that he was the happy Subject of 
cvery ones Diſcourſe. This Character was 
highly pleaſing to his Father, who now de- 
lign d to tranſplant him from the College, to 
thole Seminaries of Law, from whence 

hoped equal Fruit and equal Satisfaction. 
Monſieur Peter's ſedulous Endeavours had now 
conquered the Knots and Difficulties of that 
Study, and ſome publick Teſtimon'es he had 
given of a more thin ordinary Proficiency and 
Improvement. His exceilent Parts and obli- 
ging Humour gained upon all, and won him 
a numerous Acquaintance, whoſe frequent 


and unſcaſonable Viſits obliged him often to 
23 ipend 
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ſpend thoſe Hours in Pleaſure and Diverſion, 
which were Sacred to Reading or more ſerious 
Contemplation. What at firſt was a Force 
upon his Inclination, began now to be his 
oice ; his Study grew irkſome, and the con- 
verſe with Books, the Society of dead Men, 
which to his ſprightly Temper was like an 
Entertainment in aCharnel-Houſe. His Cham- 
ber was now no Place of Retirement or Medi- 
tation, only a convenient Dormitory which he 
haunted every Night abour Twelve, if no 
charming Frolick obliged him to the Purſuit 
of ſtrange Adventure. The Ladies of the 
Ton had a conſiderable Share in his Hours 
and Friendſhip, of whom, though he was a 
reat Admirer, he was none of thoſe whining 
vers who dote upon a ſingle Beauty, and 
would facrifice their Lives to this Lady's 
Black-Eye, or the other's Dimple ; but his 
Courtſhip was umverſal, he lov'd all becauſe 
they had Petticoats. His Wit and Parts gave 
him thoſe Advantages that no Fort was im- 
proper. to his Aſſaults, nor Lady's Heart ſo 
hard, but his winning Behaviour would ſoften, 
or his Philoſophical Experiment did certainly 
relieve him; which adviſes, that Ladies Hearts, 
when growa hard as Flints, are eaſieſt broke 
upon a Feather-Bed. Wine he dearly lov'd, 
becauſe ir refin'd the Spirits, and from a ter- 
rene Dullneſs, raiſed curious Fancies and ſu- 
blime Raptures, which often afforded Matter 
for new Atchievements; and not only for 
this Reaſon, but as it was the Bund and Liga- 
ment of good Fellowſhip ; For no Obligation 
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of Friendſhip can be firm which is not Seal'd 
in the Preſence of Bottle and Glaſs. In ſhort, 
he was a Gentleman ſo generally complaiſant, 
that there was not one Vice he had a Diſre- 
ſpect for. 

Theſe extravegant Courſes had now reach'd 
h's Father's Ears, who was daily alarm'd with 
the Debauches of his Son, and infinitely trou- 
bled to ſee all his tair Hopes and blooming Ex- 
pectations blaſted in a Moment : The good 
Gentleman was not wanting in his ſober Ad- 
vice and ſharp Reprehenſion; but the young 
Spark receiv d no Impreſiion, nor did he value 
all his Arguments againſt thoſe lewd Practices 
more, than the common Declamation of Age 
and Impotency. His Father finding all his 
Endeavours fruitleſs, earneſtly deſir'd his Re- 
turn into the Country; but Monſieur Peter 
was ſo endear'd to a licentious Life, and his 
riotous Companions, that he {tl found ſore 
new Excuſe to retard his Journey. The Al- 
lowance he receiv'd from his Father was much 
too ſcanty to defray the conſtant and pr eſſing 
Charges of his profuſe and prodigal Rumour; 
what Stock of Money his former Thrift had 
hoarded up, was now exhauſted; his Credit 
he had ſpun out to fo fine a Thread, that his 
Reputation was wholly loſt in the Opinion of 
every one but himſelf. The great Dilcontent 
Monſieur Boneil was under, to ſee the unhap- 
py Miſcarriage of his Son, funk him into a 
deep Melancholly, which laid the Foundation 
of a moſt dangerous Diſtemper : His Phyſicians - 
adyiſed him to conſult with the Prieſt, whoſe 
Ghoſtly 
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Ghoſtly Counſel might prepare him for ano- 
ther World, for all their Art could not pre- 
ſerve him in this. Above all Things he ear- 
neſtly deſir d to ſec his Son be fore he died, 
and ſince all his Letters could not court him 
into the Country, he diſpatch'd a Meſſenger 
on purpoſe to tell him he was upon the Brink 
of the Grave, and that it ever he hoped for 
his Bleſſing he muſt make Haſte to receive it. 
This News was very ſurprizing, and did deep- 
ly affect the young Gentleman, who immedi— 
ately took Poſt and recovered his Father's 
Houſe two Days before he died; when coming 
into his Prſence with all Duty and Reſpett, he 
was received with the tender Expreſſions of a 
loving and affectionate Father. Ihe next Day 
Monſicur Boneil called for Peter, and told him, 
he had ſomething to y which would very 
much concern hem, and deſerved his beſt At- 
tention. © ] have, ſ1zs be, witk unfpeakable 
& Sorrow and Atiittion heard the rtiftory 
© of your vicious Life, which is now my 
< Diſeaſe and Death: You have reaſon to be- 
ec heve that you have diſobliged me beyond 
© the Power of a Father to forgive, but my 
&« Affections, like my Charity, know no Bounds. 
« 1 have been preſſed by ſome of your Rela- 
ce tions to diſcard you from my Favour, and 
ce diſinherit you of my Eſtate, but I make you 
« Heir of both. You have made me Promiſes 
cc of a virtuous and ſober Life, I heartily pray 
ce for the Performance for your own ſake * 
* But this I conjure you to, by all that's 
Good and Sacred, that when 1 am — 
cc an 
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and you have forgot the Advice of your 
dying Father, and return to your former 
_ © Extravagancies, and mortgage, ſell, and 
« ſpend your Eſtate, that you never part 
* from this Houle out of your Poſſeſſion, nor 
<< open the Door of my Cloſet, of which this 
« is the Key, till you are reduced to that Ex- 
© tremity and Want, that you have neither 
< Six-pence of your own, nor the Credit of it 
from any Body elſe. This, with my Bleſ- 
<« ſing, is all my fainting Spirits will give me 
«© leave to ſay.” Upon which, Monſieur 
Peter made a folemn Proteſtation for the due 
Obſervance of this his laſt Command. The next 
Day the old Gentleman died, and Monſieur 
Peter for about ſix Months lived a ſober retired 
Lite. When he began to conſider how abrupt- 
ly he had left his Friends at Paris without ta- 
king a civil Leave, which to a Gentleman of 
his critical Breeding was inexculable : For 
which Reaſon he reſolved upon a Tour to 
Paris, and ſince he had not found thoſe Sums 
he expected, and had occaſion for in his Father's 
Coffers, he raiſed five hundred Piſtoles upon 
Nuke of his Eſtate, which not long after he 
lopt quite off, to bring it into a better Form. 
He is now arrived at Paris, where he received 
the Complements and Viſits of all his Friends 
of both Sexes. If this young Gentleman had 
any Byals in him, it was certainly on Virtue's 
Side, his natural Inclinations tending rather 
to Moderation than Hxcels; but Good-nature 
abounded in him, oi a ticiie Temper, eaſily 
wrought upon, and Who would rather be 
courteouſly 
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courteouſly Vicious for Company, than ma- 
roſely Good and Diſobliging. Monſieur Peter 
had now renewed his Acquaintance with all 
his former Companions, whom he treated 
with coſtly Enterta nments, nor would he 
ſpare for any Expence to give the leaſt Demon- 
{tration that his Friendſhip was real and ſin- 
cere. In ſhort, his own generous Soul, and 
his prodigal Companions, reduced him to 
great Neceſſities ; he had now mortgaged «nd 
fold all his Eſtate 5 his Reputation loſt below 
the Credit of an Ale-houſe Score. Now it 
was he remembered the Advice and Charge of 
his dying Father, and ſeeing all his unhappy 
Circumſtances with the ſame Face, as if his 
laſt Words had been Prophetical ; he reſolved 
to go down into the Country, and open the 
Cloſet which was lock'd and ſeal'd up, and 
had ſo continued till this very Day. Entering 
with a greedy Expectation of vaſt Treaſures, 
which he had no reaſon to hope, but becauſe 
he wanted it; he firſt ſearched his Father's 
Desk, which he found altogether empty, only 
a Scrap of Paper writ with his own Hand, 
with this Inſcription, Now go hang yourſel}. 
The ſeveral Drawers and Bxoes furniſhed him 
with the ſame torlorn Motto, and nothing 
more. Startled at this D:ſappointment, and 
m2:e ſtrange Counſel, throwing his Eyes 
about, he [pied a Rope with a Nooſe ready 
fitted, a Prayer-Book upon the Table, and 
underneath a Baſs with a Cuſhion upon it: 
Seeing all theſe conyen'ent Preparations for 
hs uahapoy Fate, with ſuch comfortable Ad- 
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r / rd Bb 


Pas 9 wt 


* 


4 
| -» 
* 


NOVELS Of 


vice, dangerous Encouragements to ſo melan- 
cholly a Temper, he pretently reſolved to do 
it accordingly, and by one violent Ac upon 
himſelf, force a cure of all his Miſeries and 
Diſcontents, which proved ſo beyond his Ex- 
pectation. The Rope was fixt above to a falſe 
Ceiling, which with the Weight of his Body 
fell, and ſnower'd down Bags of Gold and Sil- 
ver to a very great Sum. Monſicur Peter, who 
by the ſudden Check of the Rope, had only 
loſt his Breath, quickly recover'd h mſelt, and 
to his great Surprize and Amazement ſaw all 
the Floor ſtrowed with Bags, which upon 
Search, furniſhed him with Store of Friends 
of both Complexions. This ſtrange and mi- 
raculous Preſervation, attended with ſo great 
a Bleſſing, made deep Impreſſions; he now 
ſettled in the Country and recovered all his 
Eſtate, abandoned his rietous Companions, 
lived a ſober Lite, moderate in his Pleaſures, 
belov'd and admir'd of all, as the molt lively 
and expreſs Image of Virtue and Goodneſs. 


NOVE L III. 
The Labyrinth: Or, The fortunate 
| Thief. 


N the ſecond Year that Scivnior Grins 
was Grand Duke of Venice, there happened 
the moſt terrible Storm that ever was ſeen, the 
prodigious Flaincs of Lightening und Cracks 
| | B ot. 
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of Thunder ſtruck all with Horror and Amaze- 
ment. Amongſt other famous Buildings 
which ſuffered in this violent Tempeſt, the 
great Church of St. Mark loſt the Spire, which 
for 1.8 towering Height and excellent Structure 
was the Ornament of the City. The Duke 
and Senate conſulting to have it rebuilt with 
a Magnificence anſwerable to its former State, 
and Auguſtneſs of the whole Church, ſim- 
mon'd the beſt Artificers of all Itah, and by 
the promiſe of great Rewards, invited many 
foreign Artiſts to Fenice. Amongſt others, 
who appcared there upon ſo conſiderable En- 
couragements, Aulanta was one, a Stane-Cur- 
ter by Trade, and a Florentine by Birth, a Per- 
fon, not only well skill'd in whatever related 
to his own Profeſſion, but a Man of acut 
Parts, a ſubdolous def) gning Head, of a Tem- 
per naturally profuſè, hh hated all Thritt 
and good Husbandry; this conſtantly kept 
him Poor; nor would he ever endure a 
Thought of Buſineſs, but when no cunning 


Plot and Contrivance could relieve his abſo- 


lute D.ſtreſs. The Duke and Senate had now 
received the ſeveral! Draughts and Models 
which each Perſon had preſented to them, 
Alularto's was beſt approv'd of; and accura- 
ingly ordered next Day to attend the Duke 
to give him further Satisfaction in ſcveral Par- 
ticulars he deſired 0 be informa Or; the reſt 
were d'imiſſed, each Perſan receiving a far 
Mutanto, 
who had now ſettled h'mielf at Vere. ſent 
for his Wiic, and his von Carle, who was 


bred 


NOVELS, &c. 17 
bred up in his Father's Imploy ment, a Youtu 
ot a bold undaunted Spirit, a Fl rentine Wit, 
and a Body of eleg gaht Comp: türe in all its 
Parts. Aſulauto, ſooner than was © xpocted Hul 
ſmiſh'd his Work, to the great Contam of tine 
Duke and Senate, and Admiration of all that 
jaw it. The Duke ſent fur hin and gave him 
4 Reward above his Contraft, and told him, 
he deſign'd further Bulineſs lor him. The 

de, publ: ck of nice was now grown very r.ch, 
an e ecy Strect adorn'd with magnificent 
rulings that notiung dem d wiunting to 
complcat the Glory of the City, unleſs it was 
that of a pubbck Lreaſurc-licuſe, the Git 
one being much decay d, and Gutbiek and 
2 ar. The Duke corumanded Aſuianty to 
e him a Model, and employ his utmoſt 

Sal and Induſtry in it, to out- vie thᷣe faireſt 
Fabricks ha Italy or the World could ſhow. 
This Mulartz did, and the Duke approv'd. 
In order to the raiſin? this noble Vile, Auulanto 
received ſeveral coniweradl> Sums from the 
Duke and Senate, which he, as. Architect, 
d ip2sd »t to the in erior Maſters nd Work- 
men; by wh ca ſeveral of them advanced their 
Fortunes, and lived happily, whilſt he with a 
generous Extravagance ſpent all, as it he could 
never want till the whole Treaſury was ex- 
hauſted. In two Years time Aſulanto had com- 
pleated his Work, to tlie entire Satisfaction of 
the Duke ani Semte, who liberally rewarded 
um, and offered him to continue and enjoy 
the fame Privileges and Immunities as it he 
had been born Citizen of Fenice; upon thoſe 
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Encouragements 1uiauto reſolved to ſettle 
there, without any Thoughts of returning to 
his own Country. Afularto, whole Name 
was now famous through Venice, and the 
greateſt Part of Hah, lived at a very expenſive 
Rate, kept the beſt Company, drank the rich- 
cit M ine, his Houſe was the publick Rendez- 
vous of all his jolly Companions; this coſt y 
May of living in ort Time conſumed all his 
Wealth, and reduced him to a very low Ebb, 
which to a Per ſon of ſo prodigal and looſe a 
Humour ſoon grew intolerable. To reſcue 
himſelf from theſe Extremities, he called to 
mind the carly Proviſion he had formerly 
made hien he built the Treaſure-Houſe, and 
one Evening taking his Son Carlo with him in 
the dark Cover of a Winter Night, went di- 
rectly thither, where by the Help of a Lad- 
der made of Ropes, he and lis Son ſcal'd the 
tigh Wall, which ſurrounded it, and at a 
Place which he had given a private Mark to, 
took out an entire Stone the Thickneſs of the 
Wall, which gave him an open Paſſage into the 
Treaſury. Through this Hole crept Aulanto, 
and ſeiz d what came firſt to his Hand, which 
happen'd to be a large Bag of Checquins. Carlo 
and he pur in the Stone again, which was ar- 
tificially contriv'd to fit the Place fo exactly, 
that the moſt curious Eye could not diſco- 
ver it. Having adviſed Carlo how nearly it 
concerned them both to keep this Adventure 
ſecret, they went Home unſeen and unſuſpett- 
ed. Mulanto did not think it reaſonable to 
force humſelf to a parcimonious and niggardly 

Wa 
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Way of living, who could at ſo cheap a Rate 
be Prodigal, and gratiiy his Senſes with what 
Pleaſures that luxurious City could afford: 
But however it might better ſiiit his Prudence 
to be more private in his Expences and wan- 
ton Frolicks, leſt he, who knew h'mſclf Guil- 
ty, might coo-openly expole his Actions to the 
Cenſures of his obferving Neighbours. It 
was not much above a Year betore 1ulirtss 
Bag of Checquins was empty, and Want and 
Mitery began a fieth At fault, which he retoi- 
ved to encounter with a fecond Addy cnture; 
nor was he leſs ſucceſsful, for he and Cirls at 
dead ot Night went to the fame Place and took 
our the Stone, whercat Mularto entering 
brought of a Goblet of Gold, I'ghly valuable 
in it ſelt, but much more for the Excellence ot 
the Work, and Rariety of the Emboſſment. 
Illis Goblet, to prevent Suſpicion, he broke 
in pieces and melted down, which he ſold at 
Ieveral ſtrange Places as he had Occaſion for 
more Silver. The laſt Picce was fold, aud 
ſpent, but who can fear Poverty that has the 
whole Treaſure of Venice at Command? Ir 
happened (very unfortunate for poor Mulanto) 
two Months before there arrived Monſieur 
Borron, Reſident from the King of France, 
whom the Duke and Senate entertained with 
all imaginable Splendor; and that nothing 
| might be wanting to compleat the Entertuin- 
ment of ſo worthy a Stranger, the Duke gave 
Command he ſhould be condutted to theT rea- 
ſure-Houſe, where not only the conmon 
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Stock of the State was lodg'd, but all Sorts of 
Rarieties to an ineſtimable Value. 

The Door of the Treaſury had ſeven ſeveral 
Locks to it ; ſix of the Keys were kept by ſix 
of the principal Officers of the State, and the 
Duke had the ſeventh ; his Key he gave one of 
thoſe Officers, who all attended the Reſident 
to the Treaſury, who when he ſaw the vaſt 
Heaps of Goid and Silver, the Plate, Jewels, 
and Curioſities that Place was richly furnith'd 
with, was aſtoniſh'd at the Sight, nor could a 
common Eye bel:eve leſs than that both Indies 
were met together in one Hoard. Whilſt the 
Reſident was viewing the ſeveral Rarieties, one 
of the Officers miss the golden Goblet Mu- 
lanto had itole ; the Loſs of this ſtrangely ſur- 
priz d him, and all the reſt, each wondering 
which way poſlibly it could be gone, without 
the privacy of all of them. Ar their return, 
they acquainted the Duke that ſich a Goblet 
of Gold was miſſing, and not to be found by 
their ſtricteſt Search. After teveral Conſide- 
rations, it was agreed it muſt certainly be 
ſtole, but by whom, or what Means, was be- 
yond all Conjecture. The Duke, who was a 
moſt prudent ſagacious Prince, ordered that 
they inould critically examine every Creek and 
Corner of the Houle, if poſſible they might 
find out the Avenue, by which the Thief had 
made his Enterance ; this was done, but no 
Place was found that could give the leaſt Suſe 
p cion. The Duke than ordered they ſhould 


make a ſmother in the Houle of ſeveral Aro- 
matick3, of a moſt piercing Quality, and walk 
round 


NOVELS, exc. 21 


round the outſide to ſee if they could diſcover 
any Cranies where it vented it ſelf; this met 
with an anfwerable Succeſs, for berween the 
Stones where Mulanto came in, it found a 
Pailage ; which obſerving, they made a Mark 
upon the Stone, and as ſoon as the ſmother 
was over, trying the Firmneſs of the Wall, 
they found the Stone was not cemented as the 
reſt were, but artificially fired to it with ſuch 
Exattnets, as was undiſcoverable. The Stone 
they eaſily took out, and to their great Amaze- 
ment tound a Hole wide enough tor a Man to 
creep in at; having thus diſcovered his Way, 
their next Deſign was to lay a Trap for the 
Thief. The Duke then gave Orders to a Per- 
jon of unqueſtionable Integrity and Honeſty, 
to watch in the Houſe from Morning to Night, 
and under this Hole was placed a Cauldron of 
Pitch, under which every Night he made a 
Fire, and left it boiling till his return next 
Morning. One of theſe un Nights it 
was, that Mulanto and Carlo made choice of 
to recruit their Wants with a freſh Supply : 
And, as before, Mulanto having taken out the 
Stone, on a ſudden an unſeen Screetch-Owi, 


from her ill-boding Throat, warned him of 


his approaching Deftiny, at which Carlo ſtart- 


led; Mulanto cry d, be not afraid, what her 
Language is I don't know, but I am fure the 


will tell no Tales. AMularto going in as for- 


merly with his Feet foremoſt, dropt into the 
Cauldron of boiling Pitch, which fo ſudden- 
ly ſuffocated him, that he could only fay, 
Dear Carlo as off my Head, and comfort your 

| Mother. 


o© 


* 
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Metber. Strange and unexpected was this Diſ- 
aſter, and of dangerous Conlequence to Carlo 
and his Mother. As ſoon as Cario could 
recover himſelf rom that Confuſionot Thought 
this diſmal Accident had plunged him into, he 
conſidered the laſt Words of his dying Father, 
and how requiſite it was for him to cut off 
his Head; which being above the Pitch, might 
ey be unconſumed, and the occaſion of 

is own and Mother s Ruin. For this Reaton 
he preſently reſolved to execute his Father's 
laſt Will, and accordingly took off his Head, 
and left his Carcaſs to the Mercy of the Caul- 
dron. The Conſideration of his Father's Mis- 
fortune and his own eminent Danger, gave 
Wings to his Feet, and haſten'd him off with 
all poſſible Speed. The difficult Part he had 
to att was yet behind, to command his own, 
and moderate the Paſſions of a forlorn Widow 
for the Loſs of an indulgent Husband, which 
upon ſo Tragical a Relation knew no Bounds, 
though the Preſervation of her own {ivcer 
Life urg'd it with the moſt powerful Argu- 
ments. The next Morning the Per ſon, who 
attended the Cauldron as conſtantly as the Sun 
Toleppreſently diſcover d the Rat was catch'd, 
and gave Notice of it to the Duke, who haſten- 
ed to the Place to examine the Body, it poſſi- 
bly he might know who the Thief was. The 
Fleſh by this Time was boil'd off from the 
Bones, nor was it in the Power of the moiſt 

Skill'd Anatomiſt to diſcover either Figure or 

Lineaments. The Duke commanded the Caul- 
dron to be ſearched, and the Bones taken out, 


* 


but 


C 
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but no Scull was found, which more amazed 
hm. It was not to be thought the Thief came 
thither without a Head, and which Way it 
was gone, was above their Gueſs. However 
he tent for an Artiſt and ordered him, to 
wire the Bones together according to their 
proper Places, which done, there appeared 
the Skeleton ot a Man without a Head. This 
Figure was placed upon a Hurdle, and order- 
ed to be drawn through all the Streets of Ve- 
nt, and the Officers to attend it, who ſhould 
obſerve if any Perſon was more than ordi 

inquiſitive, or ſeem'd to bewail the Misfortune 
of the Deceaſed : For it was concluded by the 
Whole Conſult, that this Perſon was not with- 
out his Confederates, who had taken away 
the Head the better to conceal themſelves. 
Carlo's Mother, who by this Time cool'd her 
violent Aﬀettions for her loft Husband, with 
the Apprehenſions of her own Danger, acci- 
dentally looking out of a Window, ſpied her 
Husband's Body drag'd through the Streets; 
this dreadful Sight raiſed new Paſſions in her 
Breaſt, which ſhe diſcovered by loud Shreeks 
and Exclamations. The Attendants immedi- 
ately approach'd the Window, others ruſhed 
into the Houſe to ask the Cauſe of ſo ſtrange 
a Diſorder. Carlos prompt Wit turnith'd him 
with a ready Anſwer, for being at work with 
a Chitlel in one Hand, he gave himſelf a deep 
and y Wound in the other, which 
ſtream'd down with Blood. The Officers preſ- 
_—_ he told them, that his Mother, frighted 
at tis ſudden Miſchance, fell into theſe Ago- 
gonies, 


* 
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_ ſearing he had done h mſelf a greater 
chief. They ſceing the great Effuſion of 
Blood, went off farisficd with this Antiver. 
Mulanto vas all inis Time ſuppoſed to be at 
Florence, tor fo had Carlo given out amonęſt the 
Neighbours, which was rhe caſier credited, be- 
cauſe of late Days he uſed often to frolick it 
into the Country, where he could enjoy his li- 
centious Pleaſures free from Fear or Suſpition. 
The Officers had now drawn the Body thro 
all rhe Streets of Fenice, without being able th 
give the Duke the lezſt Circumſtance which 
could lead to a Diſcovery. The Duke then 
commanaed a G bbet to be let up at the Fats, 
and the Body fixt to it; and a conſtant Guird 
to attend it Day and Night, The poor Widow 
underſtanding that her Huzbind's Body waz 
thus 1gnominouſly us'd, told Cari, that if he 
had not that dutiful Reſpect to his Father's 
Memory, as rather to run the extreamelt Ha- 
Zards of his Life, than to ſee his Corps thus 
bar barouſly abuſed, ihe had that Lendernels 
for him who was once ler loving tfusband, that 
me would rather cn ture the ſharpeſt Torments, 
and make an open Conieſſion, than have his 
Body continue thus thameivlly expos d. This 
Diſcourſe was very unpleaſant to Ciro, who 
endeavoured to convince her of the great Den- 
ger he underwent in this Adventure; and for 
no other End, but to pleaſe her tond Humour. 
He told her the Body was not ſenſible of the 
Dilgrace, and reſted as quiet upon the Gibbet 
as it could under the faireſt Monument; that 


none 1luſpetted it was Mulants's Body, and ſo 
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long as they concealed it, the Diſcredit of the 
Gibbet reflected no more upon them than 
upon any other private Family in the whole 
City. Theſe Reaſons had no Power with her, 
her own paſſionate Humour preyail'd, and 
Carlo muſt either recover the Body from the 
Gibbet, and decently interr it, or ſhe would 
di ſcloſe the whole Story. Carlo ſeeing the ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity he was under of preſerving his 
Life by venturing upon ſo dangerous a Deſign, 
retolved upon it. In the Cloſe of the Evening 
he walked down to the Sca-fide, and there hir- 
ed ſix Sailors, luſty ſtout Fellows to go along 
that Night upon an Adventure for which they 
ſhould be well paid, they agreed to it. Thele 
he dreſt up with black Frocks and frightful Wi- 
Zards, each one having a lighted Torch in his 
Hand, and mounted a Horle-buck, he himſelf 
equipp'd like the reſt, as Captain rid betore 
em; about Midnight they ſet out, and mov'd 
directly to the Rialto, the Guard who watch'd 
the Gibbet were ſrighted out of their Wits at 
this diſmal Apparition, nor could they think 
em leſs by their outward Appearance than fo 
many Devils, whereupon they fled which Way 
their Fear led em. The Guard being d/{pert- 
(A, Carlo went to the Gibbet, where they took 
down the Body and carried it off with 'em, 
which he privately buried, und paying his At- 
_ tendants according to Agreemen,, they part- 
ed, their own Danger obliging em to Secrecy. 
In the Morring, News was brought to tlie 
Duke the Body was ſtolen from the Gibbet, lie 
{-at tor the Watch, wiv upon their Examini- 
ton 
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tion told him, at Midnight there ſuddenly ap- 
ed ſeven Devils with great ſawcer Eyes, 

and Flames of Fire in their Hands, whereof 
one of them ſeem'd to be the great Devil, 
and Commander of the reft, theſe march'd 
directly to the Gibbet, took down the Body 
and eat it amongſt em; that having neither 
Power nor Orders to contend with Devils, they 
contulted their own Safety by a haſty Flight. 
The Duke in a great Rage commanded em all 
to be ſeverely puniſhd, the due Reward of their 
yain Fears and Neglect of Duty. The Bold- 
neſs of this Attempt ſufficiently confirmed the 
Duke there vere more Partners in the Robbe- 
ry; but how to lay a Plot to diſcover the Con- 
federates, would admit a more ſerious Conſide- 
ration. At Length, he reſolved it thus, He 
ordered that no Butcher, or any other Perſon 
after ſuch a Day {thould preſume to kill or ſell 
any Veal for the Space of nine Months, and 
that the Offender ihould be liable to ſuch Pu- 
ni/ſhment as Authority ſhould think fit to in- 
flick for ſo great a Contempt. The Strictneſs 
of this Edit obliged all to a due Obſervance. 
Eight Months of the Nine being now paſt, the 
Duke {ſent for a Butcher, and ordered him to 
buy the fateſt and beſt Calf he could purchaſe 
for Money, to kill and dreſs it, and expole it to 
Sale upon the publick Shambles ; but withal, 
tet a Price upon cach Joint ſo intollerably dear, 
that neither the richeſt Merchant, or greateſt 
Senator, though they coveted to eat Veal, 
would vratify their Appetites at ſuch a prodi- 
g10us Expence. The Butcher had private In- 
ſtructions 
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ſtructions from the Duke, diligently to obſerve 
the Perſon who bought any of him, who he 
was, and where he lived, ſuppoſſing thoſe Per- 
ſons would be moſt ready to pleaſe their li- 
quortth Palates with a dainty Dith, whoſe Idle- 
neſs and Luxury were ſupported by dangerous 
and unlawful Courſes. The Widow hearing 
there was Veal to be fold; with other Neigh- 
bours went to cheapen it, but the Price was 10 
exceſſive, it was not in the Power of her Pock- 
ets to buy. At Night ſhe told Carlo of it, how 
above all Things in the World inc longed for 
Veal, which rather than not have, the could 
willingly purchaſe with the Hazard of her Lite 
and Fortunes. Carlo, who well knew how 
nearly it concerned him not to make one falſe 
Step, aſſured her this was a Plot of the Duke's, 

tha: he had Reaſon enough to be jealous of 
it, however ſhe imagin'd ; and with all Earn- 
eltnels diſfwaded her from the 'Though:s of ſo 
dangerous a Morſel. Whatever Carlo could 
{iy was to no Purpoſè, ſhe had much rather he 
Jhould venture his Lite than ſhe loſe her Long- 
ing. Cari, whoſe ſharp Wit ſeldom fail d i in 
Erremi tics, {at down to conſider how he 
mizh- beſt compaſs his Deſign; and ſince open 
Force was not to be us d, reſolyed upon ſubtle 
Stratagems. He deſired his Mother to make 
lim againſt the next Evening a fair Cake accor- 
ding co the beſt of her Art. Th's being done, 


- he prepar' a large Flagon of ſpic'd Wine, in- 


to which he infus'd a plentiful Doſe of Opin: ; 
he having thus baited the Hook, out © went 
ia the Clole of the Evening, W ith the F lagon 

C and 
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and Cake under his Cloak, diſguiſed in the Ha- 
bir ot a Merchant's Servant. The Butcher who 
had Care of the Veal, Night coming on, had 
removed it from the open Shambles to his 
own Shop, where it was guarded by three of 
his Servants, and as yet not one joint of it ſold. 
Carlo arrived at the Place as they were ſhutting 
up the Door of the Shop, and thus accoſts 'em, 
I pray ye Friends, where lives Seignior Fromet- 
to, my Maſter's Taylor? One of 'em anſwœred, 
he knew no ſuch Perſon nor Name. I Man- 
dred about here, quoth Carlo, till I am tir'd to 
find the Cornuto out, and can't hear of him, 
he is making a Suit of Cloathes tor my Maſter, 
who has ſent himaFlagon of Wine and a Cake 
to be merry with To-night, and I think I muſt 
be forc'd to carry it back again. No, anſwers 
one of them pertly, you had berter leave it here 
with us where it will be ſafe ; and run home 
for new Directions. Yes, ſays Carlo, like a ſott 
Pated Fellow, and thank you with all my Hcart, 
for it grows very dark, and I may happen to 
ſtumble and ſpoil the Treat. As toon as Carlo 
was gone, they lock'd up the Door, and fell a 
laughing one at another; quoth one of cm, 
what a Cod's-head ot a Fellow is this, to leave 
his Cake and Wine here with us? Since Fore 
tune has been ſo kind to put ſo unexpettcd a 
Bleſſing into our Hands, by my Conlent we ll 
ſhare the Taylor's Banquet: I believe its a good 
Medicine to drive away Sorrow, and keep out 
the Cold of the Evening. I, ſays another, with 
all my Heart : But What ſhall we tay. when he 
comes back? P 14m, fays the other, he's a Fool, 

und 
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and can't find the Shop again; if he does, we'll 
ſwear wene'er ſaw his Face in our Lies befor 8 
and know nothing of the Matter. Thus end- 
ed the Debate, when the laſt Orator tet Flagon 
to Month, and began a Health with it. This 
was what Carlo expected, who about two Hours 
aſter, returned with a Pair of truity Compani- 
ons, and peeping through the Key Hole, and 
©: her Creviſes of the Shop, ſaw the three jol- 
ly Reveliers rumbling upon the Floor; all their 
Senſos 10 faſt lock d up by the poweriul Opi- 
are; that the loudeſt Thunder could not awaken 
em. Carlo with an Engine tor the Purpoſe, o- 
pens the Door, where he and h's Comrades en- 
tring, t they put up every Limb and Joint of the 
Veil into a Sack, ihur the Door faſt after them, 
and vent off undiſcover'd. The next Morn- 
ing, News was brought to the Duke, that the 
whole Veal was ſtole : it may eaſily be ima- 
gin'd what a volent Storm this rais'd in his 
Breaſt, to ſee himſelf out done, or counter» 
mined in all his Contrivances. An Officer was 
preſently diſpatch'd to ſeize the Butcher and 
his Servants, whom the Duke with an Eye full 
of Fury and Revenge, threatens with the moſt 
cruel Torments, if they did not give him a juſt 
and true Account of the whole Aﬀair. The 
Butcher moſt humbly beg'd his Excelentiſſimo 
would pleaſe to examine his Servanrs, whom 
he had entruſted to watch the Meat all Night; 
that tor his Part, he was not able to give him 
the leaſt Satisfaction in any Point. Whereu 
on the Duke ask'd one of em, what he could 
ſay for himſelf ? Who told him, that in the 
C 2 Dusk 
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Duck of the Evening, a Stranger came by with 
a Flagon of Wine and a Cake, and ask d where 
a certain Taylor hiv'd ? They knew no ſuch 
Perſon thereabout. He complain'd he was 
weary, © ind deſir'd to leave the Flagon of 
Xine and Cake at the Shop, till he went 
back for better Directions; when he was 
Sone, b y Agreement we eat up the Cake, 
and drank off the Wine, and were preſently 
charmed into a deep ſleep ; and in the Morn- 
ing when we awak'd, we found the Door faſt, 
but all the Veal conjur'd away. The Silline(s 
of this Relation forc'd a Smile from the Duke 
3n the Heat of his Paſſion, who preſently con- 
ciuded the Cake and Wine were the defign'd 
Baits with which this Artiſt angied for his 
Gudgeons. The next Day the Duke gave pri- 
vate Command to one of his Servants to call 
together three hundred Beggars, to whom he 
gave a very charitable Largeam(s, and order'd 
them to diſperſe through al the City, accord- 
ang to their ſeveral Walks, and to that Perſon 
who brought him any piece of the Veal, either 
raw, roaſted, boil'd or bak'd, he promis'd a 
conſiderable "Reward ; each Perſon's Name 
was inroll'd, and every Night they mer and 
were call'd oyer. The Widow, ms had now 
Veal cnough to glut her wanton Appetite, 
made no ſpare; each common Meal was a 
Feaſt more delicate than the greateſt Senator's 
Table was furniſh'd with. One of theſe Beg- 
gars being at the Door about Dinner time, 
Melt hot Meat; this embolden'd him to a 
Step or two further than the Modeſty of a 
: Beggar 
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Deggar could admit him, where he ſaw a 
Shoulder of Veal roſting at the Fire, who pre- 
lently wich his moving Rhetorick, and meian- 
cholly Tone, diſcover'd his great Wants, old, 
long ſick, and almoſt ftarv'd for Want ot 
Bread. The charitable Widow, more com- 
paſſionate then prudent, gave him a large piece 
of Bread and a Cut from the Spit, Wich he 
receiv d with ten thouſand Prayers and Thanks 
to her bountiful Hand. As the Beggar was 
going forth, Carl, met him at the Door, and 
tecing a piece of Veal in his Hand, ask'd him 
what he had got there ? I thank my good 
Nittrets, ſays he, ſhe has given me « Mortcl 
of Meat, Heaven's Bleſſing be with her. Alas! 
ſays Carlo, that's a Morſel indeed, ſhe's very 
{paring of her Kindneſs, come in and I'll g give 
thee a Belly tull, poor Man: the Beggar tol- 
lowing, Curlo decoy d him into a private Room, 

and thece knock'd him o'th' Head, and threw 
his Body down into a Vault. At Night, as 

was uſual, the Beggars Roll was cail'd over, 

and one of *em mils d; all poſlible Enquiry 
was made after him, but no Body could tell 
what was become of him The Duke was 
told of it, who was paſſionately concern'd 
for the Loſs of the poor Man ; for he imme- 
diatcly gueſsd the Truth, that he was moſt 
certainly murder'd to prevent a Diſcovery. 

Though this Defeat had highly incenſed him, 
and the more, to ſec all luis politick Ambuſ- 
cades meet with a Dilappointment ; he had 
yet one Project for a Reſerve which he hoped 
Succels from; there were ſeveral extravagant 
| C 3 trolickſome 
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trolickſome Gentlemen whom the Duke had 
a jealous Eye over; for their ſakes, upon a 
Feſtival Day, he made a very ſplendid Enter- 
tainment, and invited three hundred of the 
Iivelieſt Sparks Venice afforded ; amongſt the 
reſt Carlo was one, whoſe gay Humour and 
pleaſant Conyerſe recommended him to the 
Company ot thoſe above his Rank and Quali- 
ty: The Dinner was princely and noble, both 
for Coſtlineſs and Variety; which being end- 
ed, the Gentlemen were conducted into the 
Garden, where there was a ſtately Pleaſure- 
houle, built with great Art and Curioſity for 
hat Day's Solemnity. Here were they treated 
with a moſt ſumptuous Banquet, choice Mu- 
ſick, and the richeſt Wines. Night now grow- 
ing on a- pace, and the Gentlemen ready to 
take their Leave, the Duke told em no; he 
Had devored that Night ro Mirth and Plea- 
ture, and could by no Means part with o 
£00d Company. The Duke, whole Stare 
-would not permit him that Familiarity with 
his Gueſts as would anſwer his Deſign, with- 
arew to his Chamber, and order'd ſome of 
his more particular Confidents to attend them, 
and ſuffer nothing to be wanting that might 
encourage their ſprightly Humour to a free 
and open Converſe. Thele, by repeated 
Heal:hs, by new and ſurprizing Frolicks 
which out did a Carnival, endeavour d to open 
the Caſement of their Bre:ft, and peep into 
their mot ſecret and retir d Thoughts. Bat 
(arb, conſcious of his own Danger, carefully 
wach d all iis Words and Actions, un 
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Man appeared more profuſely jocund and fa- 
cetious than himſelf, It was now grown very 
late, and the Night half ſpent, when Repole 
was the moſt welcome Entertainment they 
were capable of, whereupon they were all 
brought into a long Gallery richly ſurniſh'd 
with a hundred fifty and one Beds, where 
theſe Gentlemen were lodg'd two and two 
together, and in the Middle was placed 
a Bed of State, which was yet empty. As 
ſoon as the Gentlemen were all in Bed, came 
in {ix Ladies of Honour attending upon Pam- 
philia in her Night-Gown, the Duke's only 
Daughter, a Lady young and incomparably 
handfyme ! In the Bed of State was Pampbilia 
lodg a alone, and the other Ladies withdrew 
to their own Apartments. This was a Circum- 
ſtance itrangely ſu rPrizing to all the Company, 
nor was it poſſible tor em to dive into the 
Meaning ot it; however their own Safety o- 
blig'd 'em not to attempt any Thing upon the 
Lady's Honour, which no Doubt had inviſible 
Guard. Carlo, who alone could ſolve tlas 
Riddie, was under great Perplexity and Di- 
ſtreſs what to do: The Enjoyment of ſo beau- 
tcous a Lady charm'd his Senſes ; but ever 
Step he made was unlate, and either led him 
into a preſent Hazard, or future Diſcovery, 
The Temptacion at my prevail'd, and he, who 
like a true Ralian, knew no Sin, o fear'd no 
Danger below the Nave'. Sleep hid now feaPd © 
UP a all their E ves,and the Darkneſs of che Night 
ſe:m'd propitious to him, when Carlo leavi 
his Compamonsloudly {noring, ſottly advancd 
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to Pamplzilia's Bed, where ealy Surrender re- 
quir'd no Articles but what Love and Picature 
freely agreed to. The Embraces of ſo fair a 
La ly banqueted hi: Senſes with a more com- 
plete Satisfaction than all the Regalio's of the 
Duxe's Treat. When mutual Careſſes lad 
made a Truce by Conlent, Cario taking 
Leave wich a Kits, felt ſomething cold upon 
h's Forehead, this he ſuſpected was a Mark by 
which the Lady defign'd to know her Bedfel- 
low, and the Duke the bold Enamorado. Fecl- 
ing about, he at laſt found a Sawcer upon a 
S:ool by the Bed-ſide, in which was a Rag 
dipp'd in Indigo, which he privately took along 
with him, and went to his own Bed to conſider 
What was now to be done. Aiter ſome Time 
he got up, and with a ſilent Pace walk d round 
to every Bed, and dotted every one upon the 
Forchead with one, two or three Dots, as beſt 
pleas'd his Fancy; which done, he return'd 
to the Lady's Bed, and ſet down the Sawcer 
where he found it, without the leaſt Miſtruſt. 
Carlo, who by this Ceſſation had gain'd a Re- 
cruit, challenges che yielding Nymph to a freſh 
Engagement, whoſe plentiful Supplies forc'd 
him at laſt to quit the Field, only leaving a Kits 
in hoſtage. As he was going off he felt a ſecond 
Dot, which confirm d him this was the Cha- 
racter to diſtinguiſh him from the reſt of his 
Company. Early in the Morning the Ladies 
came in to ſalute the young Princeſs, and hear 
what Adventures the had met withal; Pray, 
ſays ſhe, tell the Duke my Father, A Gentleman 
came twice ty Bed to me, whoin I mark d each T wy 
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with a Dat on bis Forehead, acording to his Direc 
tions. The Duke was extreamly pleas'd at this 
Diſcovery,and went immediately into the Gal- 
lery and bid Good-morrow to luis drowty Gueſts 
who were ver all in Bed. The Gentlemen hear- 
ing the Duke's Voice, threw open their Cur- 
tains, and wich a ſuitable Reipect return'd his 
Compliment z where to his great Amazement, 
he ſaw every one of em mark'd upon the Fore- 
head, with one, two or three Dots. The Gen- 
tlemen were all aſham'd to fee themſelves thus 
ſpotted, without knowing the Reaſon, or re- 
membring any Frolick which was the Occaſion 
of it. As ſoon as the Gentlemen were ready, 
they all came down into the great Hall to wait 
upon the Duke, who thus receiv'd 'em, Gen- 
tlemen, I bave long endeavour'd a Diſcovery, but 
all ii vain ;, all the Trains I bave laid have been 
fir'd by the Enemy, and the Smoak blown upon my 
own Face: The Senſe of this I am confident to moſt 
of you is dark and unintelligible ; that it is not js 
to all of you I am as well aſſured : And I dy here 
declare and promiſe before you all, if that Perſon 
will now freely and generoufly conjejs, I will both 
pardon him in whatever he bas offended, and this 
Day eſpouſe him to my Daughter Pamphilia, and 
complete the Nuptials in the Prejence of this worthy 
Company. | 

Carlo ſtept forth, and upon his Knces beg 'd 
the Duke's Pardon, and the Favour he might 
give his Relation in Private, which the Duke 
accepted: He was that Day ſoleninly married 
to Pamphilia, with whom he had a great For- 
tune; and was afterwards tor his enunent rn 

an 
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and prudent Conduct in State Affairs, elected 
Duke of Fenice. 


— — * — — 


NOY EL VV. 


The Miſtake : Or, The Intrigue at a 
Venture. | 


| N Engliſh Gentleman, who had made 
the Tour of France, and was now ar- 
riv d at Fence, miſſing a Bill of Exchange he 
expected, was under great Diſtreſs, his Letters 
Recommendatorv by ſome unhappy Accident 
were loſt, and the preſent Stock ot his Pockets 
was fo ſlender a Treaſure, it would be bon 
exhauſted. Conſidering how to prevent future 
Inconveniencies, which would grow ſevere 
upon him in a ſtrange Place, he endeavoured 
to acquaint him ſelf with ſome Engliſh Mere 
chants, or other Gentlemen of his own Coun- 
try, from whole Friend{hip he hoped for a 
Credit and Supply, till his own Returns could 
anſwer his preſſing Occaſions. Being late 
abroad one Night with ſome of his Country- 
men, and unacquainted with the Streets, 
which were then dark and empty, he faw 
a Light in the next Houſe, where he knocking 
at the Door to ack Directions for the Way to 
his Lodging, an old Nurſe came down with 
the Candle in her Hand, which of a ſudden 
ſhe put out, and then open'd : Seignior, ſays 
the, I am glad you are come, my Miſtreſs 
wonders 


e 
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wonders you ſtay ſo long, ſhe has expected 
you in Bed theſe two Hours by the Clock 
nay, what do you ſtand for, the Neighbaurs 
will take Notice ; my Maſter you know 1s out 
of Town, and will not be back thele two 
Days. The Gentleman was ſurpriz'd with 
this D:ſcourle, and the old Woman had run 
it all in a Breath, that he could no: interpoſe 
a Word, nor ask the Qu.ſtcn he defign'd. 
He had no Leiſure to conti et what might be 
the Conſequence of th's Adventure, which 
Fortune had to odly thrown upon him, but in 
he went, and left the lilue ot it to the Care 
oi his better Genius: The Woman made faſt 
the Door, and went up Stairs, he following her 
into a Chamber, Seigmor, ſays the, you know 
the Way to Bed, I hope, without any compli- 
mental Attendance. He groped about the 
Room, and at laſt he found the Bed ; Ay, my 
Dear, fays a Voice from between the Sheets, 
Pray make Haſte, you never keep your Promiſe: 
He excuſed himſelf in a low and humble Tone 
which might give no Diſcovery of the Miſtake 
of his Perſon. Having undreifed himſelf, in 
Bed he found a Creature whole Sex pleaſed 
hm, which was all he could know of her; the 
Aporchenſion of the double Danger he was in, 


obliged him to keep a watchtul Eye, nor durit 


hc, waen {urfer ed with the Pfaſures of 10 amo- 
rous a Bedtellow, compole himſelf to Reſt, till 


a freih Recruit of Spirits had given him nw | 
Courage for a ſecond Encounter. Repeated 
Amours in mutual Careiles had now worn out 
the Night, and the Morn ny Dawn began to 

Peep 
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in at the Window, when the bold Gal- 
lant fearing his Miſtreſt might grow ſenſible of 
her Error, ilip'd out of Bed and dreſſed. When 
he was ready, taking Leave with a Kit, the pur 
her Hand behind the Bolfter, and gave him a 
Purſe,.which the Weight of it aſſur'd him was 
valuable. Going down, the old Woman wait- 
ed upon him to the Door, which the ſhut a ter 
him, without taking any fur her Notice of his 
Perſon. Before he quitted the Place, he made 
ſome Remarks how to know the Houſe again, 
and from the next he met, enquired the Name 
of the Street. He had now Leiſure and Lighr 
enough to examine the Purſe, which preſented 
him with a hundred Checquins, a bountiful 
Reward for one Night's Diverſion. The next 
Day he was curious to know his Bedfellow, who 
had been in all Circumſtances ſo obliging to 
him; he preſently found out the Street, and 
the Houte, where appeared a Mercer's Shop 
richly furniſhed; in he went, and ask'd for 
Silks proper for a Morning-Gown ; as he was 
pleaſing his Fancy, among the Varieties which 
were offred him. a Gentlewoman came in, 
young and handſome, by whoſe Carriage and 
Deportment he ſuppos'd might be the Miſtreſs 
of the Houſe: Having agreed for the Price, 
he drew out the ſame Purſe, which ſhe obſerv- 
ed with a w ſhful Eve; as he was telling our 
hes Maney to pay for it, ſhe ſtep'd up to him, 
and with a courtly Mein invited him into the 
Parlour, where he was treared with a Flask of 
Florence, and what other Viands her plentiful 
Store afforded, to expreſs a more ſingular Re- 
{ſpect 
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ſpett and kindneſs: Amongſt other Diſcourſes, 
ſhe ſcem'd particularly concern'd to know 
from whence he had that fine Purſe, which 
was curioutly wrought and ſpangled, and no 
Doubt, the rreient ot ſome fair Lady, or more 
generous Miſtreſs. Madam, ſays the Gentle- 
man, with a graceful Smile, I ſhould think my- 
ſelf extreamly happy, was it in my Power to 
anſwer any of your Commands with the leaſt 
Satisfaction to yourſelf ; but this is a Secret of 
that great Importance, that in Honour I ought 
not to reveal it, nor indeed can I, for I neither 
know, nor ever ſaw the Lady 1 am ſo deeply o- 
bliged to, and from whoſe bountiful Hand 1 
received it. She ſtill preſſing with nicer Queſ- 
tions, he recounted to her the whole Scene of 
his luckly Fortune and amorus Intrigue in his 
laſt Night's Adventure; at which ſhe bluſl'd, 
and told him, I am very well aſſur'd, Seignior, 
you are à Gentleman, whoſe Gallantry ſcorns 
to expoſe the Defects of our weaker Sec: And 
was I as confident that the Sight of her Perſon 
with whom you had thoſe pleaſant Revels, 
would not abate her Eſteem in your preſentO- 
pinion of her Periettions, I could in that Glass, 
Without magick Art, thow you her Face. The 
Gentlewoman had now made as free and qpen 
an Acknowledgement as her Modeſty would 
allow, which he with all the Tranſports or a 
preſent Satisfaction recciv'd, and ſeul d tlie Se- 
crecy with a Kiſs, and he moſt ſacred Protec 
tations a Cavalier can give. She trol un, Lac 
a young Gentleman, who had made h's Cou re 
ſhip to her, and only warted for theo hm y 

D I. our 
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Hour to complete his Ameurs, was that Night 
expected, whom till now ſhe thought had been 
that Enamorado who lay all Night enchaced in 
her Arms. This fix d an intimate Familiarity 
and Acquaintance between 'em, during the 
Gentleman's Stay at Venice; which prov'd a 
Friendſhip of that Advantage to him, that he 
never after fear'd the Loſs of a Bill of Exchange, 
who had ſo liberal a Purſe at command. When 
he took his Leave, ſhe follow'd ham into the 
Shop, and told her Servant, this Gentleman has 
pay d me for his Silk, and pray ſend it accor- 
ding to his Directions; and I hope, Sir, as 
you like this, we ſhall have more of your Cuſ- 
tom ; for I dare promiſe you the beſt Com- 
modity at the moſt reaſonable Rate. 


22 — 


NOVEL V. 
The Midnight Ramble. 


H E Count de Mortalto, ſent Monſieur 

de Jardin, one of his Gentlemen, to 
Naples, ,with five hundred Piſtoles, to buy 
Horſes; being arriv'd there, as he was ſtand- 
ing the next Evening in the Gate of the lun, 
playing with his Purſe of Gold out of one 
Hand into the other, he was obſerv'd by a 
young Courtezan who wanted neither Wit 
nor Beauty. The next Morning ſhe ſent one 
of her Spies privately to inquire who ſuch a 
Gentleman was? his Buſineſs? and what 


other 
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other Circumſtances relared to him, or could 
advantage her Deſign. Being inform'd of Par- 
ticulars whereon to found her Plot, the diſ- 
patch'd away one of her Emutfaries, a cun- 
ning Gipſey, to acquaint him, that a Lady o 
Quality, and a Relation of his, intreated th 
Favour of a Viſit from him; the crafty Davor 
hover'd at a Diſtance till de Jardin came out, 
who, as his Cuſtom was, ſtanding at the Gate 
alone, ſhe with a Modeſty as counterfeit as 
her Innocence, ask d if Monſieur de Jardin was 
within ? Yes, Belle Damoiſelle, ſays he, my 
N:me is ſo. Seignior, ſays the, my Lady 
commands me to let you know the has tlie 
Honour to be related to you; and if it is not 
too great a Condeſcenſion, ſhe begs you 
would ſpare Half an Hour from your more 
important Affairs, and beſtow it upon her. 
De Jardin was not much ſurpriz d at ſo obh- 
ging an Invitation; for though he knew of 
none of his Relations, who either wore the 
Title of Lady, or liv d in Naples, yet * 
ing upon the Comelineſs of his Perſon 

taking Mem, imagin'd it was ſome . of 
Quality u ho was enamour'd of him, and with 
this Pretence, courted an Opportunity to dif- 
cover her Paſſion : Madam, fays he, I could 
with my ſelf worthy of ſo great a Bleſſing as I 
now receive; and fince a ready Submiſſion to 
your Lady's Commands is the beſt Proof I can 
give of my Zeal and Affection to her Service, I 
will this very Minute pay my — to her. 
De Jardin, without going into his Lodging, 
. her, who led him 
D 2 through 
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through ſeveral croſs Streets, and by Ways, 
till they came to the Houſe, which in the 
Front appear'd fair and reputable; at the 
Door a Perſon attended, who conducted de 
Jardin into a Room richly furnith'd both for 
Plealure and State. As ſoon as the Lady was 
acquainted that Monſieur de Jardin was below, 
the deſcended with a Grace portly and ma- 
jeſtick, which, leaſt it ſhould ſtrike too great 
an Awe and Diſtance upon her tender KRinſ- 
wan, $.c ſweetned with an affectionate Fami- 
harity and Reſpect. The wily Courtezan 
wove her Net ſo fine, his dull Eye could not 
diſcover the leaſt Thread; ſhe diſplay'd his 
Pedigree with ſo much Artifice, that his ob- 
{cure Name was now deriv'd from one of the 
moſt noble Houſes of all Italy, of which ſhe 
had the Honour to be no inconſiderable 
Branch ; all which his Pride and Folly eaſily 
credited. Variety of Diſcourſe, with mutual 
Congratulations tor ſo happy an Interview, 
had now ſpent a good Parr of the Evening, 
when the Lady was whiſper'd in the Ear that 
Supper was ready, which ſhe order'd to be 
brought in; which, though it wanted nei- 
ther in Coſt nor Art, ſhe thought her ſelf 
obliged ro excuſe, as too mean and ſlender an 
Entertainment for ſo worthy a Gueſt. Sup- 
per be'ng done, de Jardin conlidering it grew 
late, and he was a Stranger to the Streets, was 
ready with a large Harangue of Thanks, to 


take leave of ſo honourable a Kinſwoman ; 
who preventing his Complement, told him, 
ſhe was very ſorry the Rudenels of her Edu- 
cation 
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cation did not give her leave to expreſs the 
Sincerity of her Affections with a better Grace 
to ſo critical a Courtier ; but ſhe hoped the 
Tranſports of joy for this Day's good Fortune, 
would Apolcg'ze for any Indecorum the was 
guilty of. De Jardin reply'd with an hum- 
ble Cringe; when, taking him by the Hand, 
nay Couſin, ſays the, though I am well atſu- 
red your Reception has been too ordinary for 
your Merit, yer I muſt flatter my {el {to far, 
that my Houle can afford you equal Accom- 
modations with your Inn; and it ycu rob me 
of your Company to Night, you have not 
that Eſteem for me I am ſo ambitious of. J 
Jardiz, whole better Genius was then out Gt 
the way, accepted of it. The Lady call'd for 
a Flask of Florence, and recommended the 
Glaſs to him, titled with ſome Magn'fico s 
Health, all with'n the Circle of his own Reta- 
tions. It now grew Bed-time, and de Jardin 
wis attended to his Appartment by the Lady 
and two cf her Servants, who after a ſo- 
lemn Good-night, withdrew to her own. 
De Jardin being undrelts'd, as he was ftep- 
ping into Bed, the Wine began to rumble in 
hs Guts, which was Phy ſically prepared bor 
that Purpoſe; asking one of the Servan:s 
tor a convenient Eaſement, he was directed in- 
to a little Room adjoin'ng: His Bulinels re- 
quired Haſte. Boldly ſtepping in, a Board, 
which lay deſignedly looſe, gave Wav, and 
down he dro 'd to the Bottom, which had. 
certainly bruis'd him into the ſame Jelly, had 
not the Soitnels of the Carpet preven. ed the. 


D 3 | Danger 
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Danger of the Fall. As ſoon as had recover'd 
himſelf from the Fright (for Hurt he had none, 


but what was above Stairs) he cried out for 


He'p, but no Body anſwered, though he heard 
his Kinſwoman's Voice very merry and loud ; 
they were too buſy in ranſaking his Pockets, 
where they found the Prize they wanted, with 
Bulk unbroken. In this great Diſtreſs he at 
Liſt diſcovered a Wall which parted it from 
the Street, this he indeavoured to ſcale, but 
with often Slips mir'd himſelf over Head and 
Ears. But good Fortune had not quite for- 
taken him, at laſt he conquer'd it, and found 
himſeltf in the Middle of the Street. By the 
Light of the Moon he gueſſed at the Houle, 
and with the Clapper rung ſo loud a Peal up- 


on the Door, that he awak d the whole Neigh- 


bourhood. When a grim Fellow open'd the 
Window, and ask'd, What drunken Royſter 
gave that unmannerly Alarm ? 1 am, Sir, ſays 
he, the Lady's Couſin. Sirrah, fays he, you 
are an impudent Lier; I know no ſuch Per- 
ſon : Begone in Time, or youll too late repent 
this fü cy Affront. At this, de Jardin heard 
the Watch a coming, which forc'd him to break 
off the Dialogue and ſecure himfelf: As he was 
looking for a Shelter, he ſpied an open Bulk, 
where, in the Diy-time, a Cobler and a Herb- 
woman kept their Shop : Creeping in as far 
as he could to conceal himfelf w hilſt the Watch 
was gone by, three Fellows, who that Night 
deſign d to rob a Cardinals Tomb, who was 
lately buried in the great Church, had here 
yd their Tools, and now came tos em. De 


Jardan, 


r ELIE. oo. os 
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Jardin, hearing Men talk, lay cloſe, when one 
of em, groping for the Inſtruments, and often 
complaining of a horrible Stink, at laſt catch d 
de Jardin by the Leg; the Fright was equal 
on both Sides, but the Fellow had the Cou- 
rage to pull him our, and examine what Sort 
of a Creature lay dormant there. De Jardin 
had no reaſon to be aſham'd of his Clothes, 


| bes Shirt was the worſt, which was ſo offen- 


ſive, they forc'd him to denude ; and conſi- 
dering he might be of Ule to em in their pre- 
{ent Deſign, and had poſſibly over-heard ſome 
of their D ſcourſe, they oblig'd him to go 
along with them. Notwithſtanding he was 
now as naked as eyer he was born, yet the 
Filth was thick cruſted upon his Skin, and 
the Smell ſo noiſome they could not endure it. 
For this, one of them thaught of a pr 

Remedy : Hard by there was a deep Pond, 
with a long Sweep and a Bucket at the End of 
it, hither brought they de Jardin, and put 
him into the Bucket, and let him down into 
the Pond, and told him, as ſoon as he had 
waſhed himſelf clean, he muſt pull the Rope, 
and they would draw him up. Whit they 
ſtayed for de Jardin, the Watch came, it being 
very hot, to refreſh themſelves with ſome Wa- 


ter, the only Element that could be had at 


that Hour ; his Companions were forc'd to 
run for't, and the Watch had now laid down 
their Cloaks and Halberts and drew up the 
Bucket. De Jardin with a ſudden ſpring lept 
a Shore, which ſtruck ſuch a panick Fear up- 
on em, that they fled, and lett rhe * 
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the Field, cher Cloaks and Tias, to de 
Ja mne hs omrades. Having w cluted 
© mpiny again, Laty weng Utewly to the 
Ca winals Jom, and raited up ihe heavy 
Marvie, but a U ipute arote wWwuo thould go 
in; ne ſaid he would not; and auother laid 
he would not. Nor l, lays de Jardin No, 
lays one of em, wont you? but you thall, 
what did we bring you here for elle ? By 
Conſen: they forc'd de Jardin to go in, who 
reach'd 'em ou: his Mitre, his Croſier, and 
pull'd oft h's gold Fringe Gloves, which were 
richly embroidered ; he had heard 'em talk 
much of a Diamond Ring of great Value, this 
he ſlipt off, and put upon his own Finger, to 
cure ſomething for fear ot the worſt ; they 
ſtill bid him look tor the Ring, he told 'em he 
could find none, they muſt come in (if 
they either ſuſpetted his Honour or Ho- 
neſty) and look for it themſelves; I am 
ture, ſays one, twas ſaid he had a very rich 
Ring, feel upon tother Hand ; as they were 
thus arguing the Cate, they heard a ſudden 
Noiſe in the Church, which they ſuſpected 
might be ſome of the Officers; this frighted 
'em fo, that away they ran and let the Stone 


fall down, and left poor de Jardin intomb'd 


with the dead Cardinal. This was a Misfor- 
rune a thouſand times worſe than any had yer 
befallen him; *twas not poſſible for him to 
raiſe up the Stone, and if he made a Noiſe to 
diſcover himſelf, he ſhould certainly be execu- 
ted for Sacrilege, and robbing the Dead; or 
elſe lic there and ſtarve, or be poiſon d with the 

, | Stench 
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Stenchof the corrupting Body. Itfortun'd that 

the Noiſe, which frighted his Companions, 

was from ſome Perſons then breaking into the 

Church upon the ſame Deſign : When they 

came to the Tomb, they raiſed up the Marble, 

and ſtrongly under-prop'd it, and put the ſame 

Queſtion which was before; each Perſon was 

unwilling to go in. What, ſays a bold Fellow, 
are you afraid the dead Cardinal ſhould bite 
you? I'll go in. As he was letting himſelf 
down, de Jardin catch'd faſt hold of his Legs; 
the Fellow frighted out of his Wits, cried out, 
Help, Help, the Cardinal has catch'd me by 
the Legs; and ſtruggling, got out, and follow- 
ed his Companions, who every Step he made, 
expetted the Cardinal ſhould catch him by the 
Pole. This gave de Jardin an Opportunity, 
who immediately quitted the Church the ſame 
Way he came in, and with one of the Watch- 
men'sCloaks walk'd about till Morning. When 
it was Light, he enquir'd out his Inn, where he 
borrowed ſome Cloaths, and gave 'em a Rela- 
tion of his Misfortune, but not a Word of 
the Ring. That Evening he left Naples, and 
ſet forward for France without the Purchaſe of 
a Horſe's Tail; and though he had loſt his 
Money and Cloaths, he had a Rinz, whole 
Value ballanc'd the Account. 
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